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Religious Education in Scoil Nano Nagle J.N.S.  

 

 

Aims of Religious Education 

 

Faith is a personal act – the free response of the human person to the initiative of God 

who reveals himself. But faith is not an isolated act. No one can believe alone, just as 

on one can live alone. You have not given yourself faith as you have not given 

yourself life. The believer has received faith from others and should hand it on to 

others. Our love for Jesus and for our neighbour impels us to speak to others about our 

faith. Each believer is thus a link in the great chain of believers. I cannot believe 

without being carried by the faith of others, and by the faith I help support others in 

the faith. 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 166) 

 

People of faith perceive themselves and their world in a special way. Faith is active. 

As people of faith we are aware of God as a presence in our lives. We see things in 

relation to God. Our lives become a response to a compassionate and loving God. 

Children must grow in their knowledge and experience of God. Religious Education in 

our school sets out to this through the story of God as revealed in Holy Scripture, 

through sacramental preparation, through prayer, through the teaching of the church 

and in providing a religious ethos and community to experience and share the love of 

God.  

 

Jesus continually challenged the people who were with him to new perspectives. He 

viewed life from a particular viewpoint – God’s viewpoint. 
 

 

Partners in Religious Education 
 

 Home/School 

 

The school seeks to involve the home in its work through participation in e.g. 

Christmas liturgies and other special assemblies and paraliturgies. 

 

Workbooks and readers are sent home regularly as an aid to informing parents of what 

work is being done in school. 

 

 School / Parish 

 

First Communion Preparation  

Do This in Memory of Me programme 

 

The children are involved in the Do This in Memory of Me programme when 

preparing for First Holy Communion. This links, home, parish and school through a 

special enrolment ceremony and the bringing of a candle to mass from home where 

prayer is encouraged. Worksheets are also brought home by the children with stories 

and prayers to be learned. 
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Place of Religious Education within the curriculum 
 

The primary school curriculum is an integrated system i.e. subjects are not taught separately 

but rather as a co-ordinated programme to develop the intellectual, spiritual, social and 

physical of each child. It is a holistic approach. 

 

Facilitating children of other faiths 
 

Inclusion is a fundamental principal of the Catholic school ethos and we in Scoil Nano Nagle 

pride ourselves in being welcoming of all and striving to support and encourage all to be the 

best that they can be. 

 

Where parents of children from other faiths wish for their child not to partake in particular 

lessons that involve the teaching of religion they may opt out by doing work related to their 

own faith within the class. The responsibility for setting and correcting such work will rest 

with the home. 

 

If the class is taking part in school activities involving religious ceremonies in the church 

every effort will be made for the child to be supervised in another class where possible. If the 

entire school is going to the church parents will need to make their own arrangements for the 

child to be supervised while the school is at the religious service. 

 


